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condition for the inevitable future offensive against the
enemies in the West.

From the time of its departure from the concentration
area between the Rhine and the western frontier of
Germany, north of Aix-la-Chapelle, up till its arrival on
the Grand Morin, east of Paris, the First Army, its
points, advanced guards and main bodies, fighting
on the majority of days, had covered in about thirty
days a distance of over 312 miles, and, if the distance
back to the Aisne is added, far over 375 miles, in varying
order of battle and without a rest-day.

The names of its leaders, Generals Gronau, Kuhi,
Linsingen, Lochow, Marwitz, Sixt von Armin, and
Quast, came brilliantly to the front, and the experience
gained by them in commanding such unsurpassed
troops brought them during the following years to the
command of Armies and Army Groups, and to the
leading positions on the decisive battle-fronts.

During the September fighting far the greater part
of the success, tactically speaking, fell to the German
Western Army, but strategically the enemy gained
the upper hand, since he was able to compel the German
Supreme "Command to arrange a completely fresh
grouping of the Western Army at another part of the line.
It is clear that the gallant Sixth French Army
under Mauaoury, ordered by General Gallieni on the
4th September to attack the First Army, had, together
with the Army of Sir John French, a comparatively
simple operation to perform, whereas the corps of the
First Army were called upon to carry out one which
strained their capacity of manoeuvre to the utmost,
and whose complications and difficulties were such
as have seldom been met with in the history of great
wars.